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A. Study Background 
 
Meaning is an idea that exists and coded in a language, whether it is a 
word, phrase, clause, or sentence. Meaning could be a definition we can get from 
the dictionary, or it can be messages packed into a command, or it can be a real 
thing in the world like a bridge or a building. Meaning can be anything, 
according to the intention the sender (speaker or writer) has and it is very much 
purposive (Zainurrahman, 2015; 2). 
The study of meaning has become an important subject for humans since 
everything we encounter in life always contains many meanings and there can be 
misunderstandings if we don't really capture the intent of it. The one study about 
the meaning becomes the only focus in semantics which the study of semantics 
has been of interest to a great number of researchers since C.K. Odgen and A. 
Richard in 1923 who had written “the meaning of meaning” as one of the ways in 
understanding meaning until nowadays. Therefore, in this study, the researcher 
only analyzed the subject of semantics in which Semantics is one of the 
linguistics branches which study language meaning. It concerns to study about 
words, phrases, and sentences meaning (Yule, 2010; 112) 
Moreover, Semantics has many types of meanings, one of them is the 
associative meaning which concerns the expression that including individual 






meaning and has variants of individual experience. According to Mwihaki (2004: 
127), associative meaning describes a composite of six modes of language usage, 
which draw on certain mental connections. Such connections are based on the 
contiguities of real-world experience rather than the linguistic context. 
Associative meaning is different from the other meaning especially 
conceptual meaning, the other type of meaning in semantics. We contrast them 
all with conceptual meaning because conceptual meaning is the meaning based 
on the lexical meaning without related it to any context factors. Those meaning 
are connected to phonological and structural information of the word which is the 
central factor in verbal communication (Leech, 1974). According to Leech 
(1974), associative meaning is divided into five types of meaning. They are 
connotative meaning, social meaning, affective meaning, reflected meaning, and 
collocated meaning. 
Leech (1974) evolved the extensive category of associative meaning into 
five subcategories to hope that it can help how humans understand language. The 
five subcategories will conduct the detail ways in which people can associate 
ideas with a literary work. The First category is connotative meaning, which is a 
way to find out the meaning when people associate some kinds of indirect 
reference with a particular idea. The second category is stylistic meaning. It 
commonly talks about the associations relating to interpersonal relationships. 
All the categories (connotative, stylistic, affective, reflective, and 






speech. People might practice this kind of resource in criticism of literary, or in 
an analysis of fiction or other literary work. Therefore, the researcher used this 
kind of types of meaning for analyzing songs. The Song is one of literary work 
which becomes such a phenomenon nowadays, every generation enjoys and 
accepts song as their needs in life. People like a listening to song for 
accompanying their time. Each kind of song represents styles and characters that 
make people have different interests in listening to it. The Song lyric is included 
as a kind of literature because it is language creation which contains the personal 
feeling expression. The Song lyric is written by the author has a destination that 
will be delivered to the audience or listener. The Song contains a word system 
and good diction. It is created by the author based on their life experience; tell 
about someone or another (Biladina, 2014: 1-2) 
Generally, people who read the text structure of prose, poem, novel, etc. 
would find difficulties in following the authors‟ or writers‟ mind and often get  
misunderstanding from the real meaning or content of the sentence or literary 
work. Moreover, this happened in a song when writer created a song‟s lyric. Like 
the song, one of the researcher will analyze. It comes from the one of television 
series, Glee, which this TV series is a musical comedy-drama for the teenager, 
and become the favorite TV shows in America, Indonesia is also the one of that 
TV series favorite. The song becomes the most interesting parts to be shown in 
this story since all the dream of each character comes from the song they sing. 






The songs they sang show how their hardworking in teenagers to prepare for their 
growing up and futures, the thing is about the positive attitude the role plays, like 
optimism, self-confidence, open-mindedness, hardworking, never give up and 
etc. Besides, most of the viewers come from teenager which this story might give 
lessons to them if they really understand the meaning of the songs. As the need, 
we take the lessons were necessary because it was the point of what we read or 




Shaykh Muhammad bin Salih Al-„Utsaimin rahimahumullah gave an 
explanation of this verse: “Mentioned” tadzakkur “(taking lessons) after 
„tadabbur‟ (understanding the meaning), because it is impossible for someone to 
take lessons from something unless he already knows the meaning contained in 
it. So by blowing up the temperature first, it will only be a lesson afterward.” 
It was clearly explained that to comprehend what the point of something 
we see or read, the understanding of meaning was really important. All the 
lessons might reveal after getting deeper into the text especially, including the 






Therefore, the writer will analyze the meaning based on the content of 
word, phrase, and sentence of the lyric‟s song and help people understand the 
real aims of them. In addition, the researcher interested in analyzing a song, 
because people who enjoy songs, they sometimes only pay attention to the song 
without even knowing the meaning of the songs. People just enjoy the song as a 
pleasure, but actually, there must be an implicit meaning in every song lyrics. 
The song that would be analyzed by researcher were ‘Don’t Stop 
Believing, as the lyrics of the songs contained difficult word to be interpreted by 
each word, besides using such an analytical analysis and also, the songs used 
unique words in each lyrics, such as slang and imagery word which are common 
using in English. 
Lastly, concluding the explanation above, the researcher is interested in 
analyzing the associative meaning from Glee TV series main song. The Writer 
did hope this research was expected to give more knowledge to the writer and 
reader in figuring out the meaning of something they see and read deeply by 
using associative meaning. 
B. Research Question 
 
Based on the background above, the researcher made a question in the 
following as : 






2. What was the meaning of each type of associative meaning found in 
Glee main song? 
C. Research Objective 
 
Related to the problem stated above, the objective of this study were 
formulated as: 
1. To investigate the types of associative meaning were used in selected 
song of Glee main song. 
2. To find out the meaning of each type of associative meaning found in 
selected song of Glee main song. 
D. Research significance 
 
This study described the associative meanings and gave two 
significances, theoretically and practically. As theoretically, this study provided 
comprehensive discussions about obstacle of meaning for the students who find 
difficulties in understanding the concept and the problems of associative 
meanings particularly. Next, as practically, this study provided references for the 
next researcher who will investigate the study of associative meaning particularly 
and also this study would be useful for the students learning associative 
meanings. 
E. Research Scope 
 
This research was under the study of Semantics which focuses on 
associative meaning in Glee main song. The researcher identified the five types 






stylistic meaning, affective meaning, reflective meaning and collocated meaning 








A. Previous Findings 
 
Besides using theories from books, the researcher also used the study 
from the previous researcher as a supporting theory. The writer chose some 
previous studies related to associative meaning. 
In “Associative Meaning on Adele‟s “21 Album,” Ahmad Najib 
Mutawally (2016). He investigated two problems they were to find the kinds of 
associative meaning use and the functions of associative meaning use on Adele‟s 
song lyrics. The research design was qualitative approach with descriptive 
method which used a major theory of associative meaning from Leech (1985) as 
the theory. The result of his study shown that there were twenty five data of 
associative meaning found on the song lyrics, nine data of affective meaning, six 
data of reflected meaning, six data of connotative meaning, four data of 
collocative meaning and no data of social meaning. and then, there were twenty 
five data the functions of associative meaning, in which nine data is considered 
as conveying feeling or attitude, six data conveying a new sense of a word, 
another six data associating the expression in the real world, four data conveying 
the social or stylistic style. 
Next, In “The Analysis of Associative Meaning in Samsung 






the types of associative meanings in Samsung advertisement slogan based on 
Leech . A descriptive qualitative was his method in this study. He obtained the 
data from library and Samsung website on internet. The result of this study 
shown that there were 11 data of Connotative meaning, 1 datum of stylistics 
meaning, 1 datum of affective meaning, 2 data of reflective meaning and none of 
collocated meaning data, which means that the advertiser mostly used 
connotative words to make their advertisement more meaningful and sense able. 
Next, In “Associative Meaning in Oriflame Catalogue,” Ika fatmawati 
(2019). The purpose of this researcher was to identify the types of associative 
meaning and describe the meaning of those associative meanings. The researcher 
used the descriptive qualitative method in her research design based on Geoffrey 
Leech's theory. She obtained the data by using documentation technique. The 
result of the research found that the most frequent type of associative meaning 
found in the data was connotative meaning with 8 data (32%) and affective 
meaning with 8 data (32%), followed by collocative meaning and 4 data (16%), 
reflected meaning with 3 data (12%) and the last is stylistic meaning with 2 data 
(8%). The meanings of the types of Associative meaning found in the Oriflame 
catalogue are different and various according to the context, but the things that 
have to be noticed is that the advertiser or the author of Oriflame catalogue 
constructs the associative meanings (connotative Meaning, stylistic meaning, 






catalogue is to attract, give the special sense and curiosity to the readers so that 
they will be more attracted to buy the products offered. 
The similarity of those researchers above with this study was all of them 
are same in using the associative meaning as the purposes of this research and the 
researchers chose the same object that it could be found easily in online or 
internet. Also, this study had the same theory, namely Leech theory in which 
those studies above used that too. 
Then, the difference among the previous studies was three studies above 
had the differences problems whereas this study focused on two problems, they 
were the types of Associative meaning used in TV series and their meanings. 
Also, this study chose selected songs as the object in where they chose the web 
and magazines as the objects of their researches. The songs might be such good 
object since the song lyric sometimes or often gives some ambiguities words in it  
and as the literature student it will be such a good stuff to use our imagination in 
figuring out the really meaning. In which, at the same time, we can improve our 
vocabularies. 
 




According to Crystal (1980:315), semantics is a major branch of 
linguistics devoted to the study meaning in language. He further states that 
this term is also used in philosophy and logic, but not with the same range of 






(2006), is the study of the sentence meaning coded in the overall sentence 
based on elementary meaning of the sentence units. 
The job of semantics is to study the basic, literal meanings of words 
as considered principally as parts of a language system (Nick Riemer, 
2010:22). Leech (1989:9) also stated that “Semantics is central to the study of 
communication; and as communication becomes more and more crucial 
factor in social organization, the need to understand it becomes more and 
more pressing, since Semantics developed and became worthy of study. It 
becomes important and worthy study due to two factors. First, the meaning is 
the term connected to communication in which it plays an important role in 
human life. Second, in process of human brain to get deeper the nature of 
meaning uses the mental ability. That means that the study about meaning is 
not only about knowing the meaning but also using our reasoning and 
opinion. 
The researchers can conclude that Semantics is the study of meaning 
which studies the meaning of linguistic expression, especially sentence 
meaning and it becomes worth subject in human life. And also, Semantics is 
such an appropriate tool in analyzing a literary work because it deals with the 
meaning of what people said in order to convey their proposed meaning of 
speaking or message of a language used. Therefore, the writer explained the 








In studying semantics, it is a goal for studying meaning including 
lexical and grammatical. That is not only looking for meaning in the 
dictionary but also understanding idioms, expression, figures of speech and 
proverbs. As Lyons (1984:33) and Palmer (1981:24) stated that meaning 
cannot leave from another word‟s meaning, which It is ideas or concept that 
can be transferred from the speaker‟s mind to the hearer‟s mind, from one 
language or another. Then, as the way people might get the point of what they 
hear or read, it will not even detach to the context whereby the word, phrase 
and sentence made. 
Moreover, Djajasudarma (1999:5) stated that the essence of studying 
meaning is to understand each other. So, both the speaker and listener will get 
the point of what each of them mean. The meaning of words depends on the 
speaker‟s encyclopedia knowledge, as well as on the way he uses the 
language, words can mean what their user wants them to mean. 
Also, meaning according to Blanke (1973) is the relationship between 
a systemic and non-systemical relationship. Blanke's systemical thing is an 
element of language, while what is not systemic is an element outside the 
language. Meaning can sometimes be interpreted by a person based on 
personal experience or general experience. Hannapel/Melenk (1979:102) 
explains that to understand the meaning of a word is not as easy as imagined, 






a. Wortbedeutung is the understanding of the meaning of a word according 
to its true meaning. Understanding such meanings is referred to as lexical 
meaning. 
b. Wortgebrauch is an understanding of the meaning of a word adapted to 
the use of the word in a context such an understanding is referred to as 
contextual meaning. 
Furthermore, according to Blanke (1973:104), the understanding of 
the meaning of a word must be seen from its use, which means contextually. 
Blanke further said that understanding the meaning of a word based on its 
context has something to do with Saussure's theory of langue and parole. The 
words found in langue are sharpened by parole in a language society. 
In addition, Bloomfield (1969:139) also added that the linguistic 
meaning forms the situation in which the speaker utters it and the response 
which it calls forth in the hearer. Therefore, the situation (in this case means 
as context) the utterance happens also influences the way of listener acquire 
the speaker means. 
3. Associative Meaning 
 
Associative meaning is meaning that belongs to a lexical or word, it 
related to association of the word with something in beyond the language 
(Chaer, 1994:293). For the instance, the word „jasmine’ is associated to 
something holy or sanctity; the word „red’ is associated to „a brave‟ or 






Associative meaning can be defined as the words meaning which is 
connected to other words and being not part of world‟s basic meaning. It has 
different meaning according to individual experience, culture, style or 
something common. Besides, Associative meaning is also same as the symbol 
used by society to reveal another concept that has similarity with 
characteristic, condition or the feature of concept of original word or the 
lexical such as using the word srikandi which has the meaning of a heroic 
woman. 
Finch (1998:141) also states that this kind of meaning is extra 
resonance, can be employed to powerful emotive effect. It is also acquired 
considerable from the social and cultural context in which they are used. That 
means that it has a deeper implicit meaning from the conceptual meaning and 
it is more related to the level of understanding of people‟s mental. 
Thus, the writer concludes that associative meaning has variant 
meaning based on individual experience by the speaker and the hearer. 
Furthermore, the types would be explained as follows below. 
4. The types of Associtive meanings 
 
According to Leech‟s theory (1974), the types of associative 
meanings are connotative meaning, stylistic meaning, affective meaning, 
reflected meaning, and collocative meaning. These can be explained as the 
following: 






Leech (1974:14) stated that connotative meaning refers to what is 
communicated by virtue of what language refers to, over and above its 
purely conceptual content. In other word, it is something more than the 
dictionary meaning due to the viewpoint of personal, social, or 
communities. It is obvious that connotations will vary, to some extent, 
from individual to individual within the same speech community. 
Further, he stated (1974:15) that talking about connotative, actually 
talking about the real world which associates the expression when 
someone use or heard it in their speech. Connotative meaning is unstable 
from age to age, society to society, and the experience of the individual. 
It is more indeterminate and open-ended rather than conceptual meaning. 
For instance, the word flower which is meant of the beautiful flower, it 
will have the same meaning with the word flower in phrase flower village 
which has the meaning of the most beautiful girl or being the aim of boys 
in certain village. 
A word is said to have a connotative meaning when the word has a 
sense value, both positive and negative. If it does not have sense value it 
is said to have no connotation, but it can also be called neutral 
connotation. The Positive and negative of a sense value often also occurs 
as a result of the use of the word referent as a symbol. If used as a 
symbol of something positive, it would be worth a positive sense. And if 






sense. For example, Garuda bird, because it is made symbol of the 
republic of Indonesia so it becomes worth the positive sense while the 
meaning of connotations is negative sense like crocodile animal itself 
does not know that the human world of Indonesia makes them an unkind 
emblem. 
Furthermore, according to Finch (1998: 142), connotative meaning 
is consistently exploited by writers who wish to engage our emotions, 
stimulate our imagination or enlist our prejudice. It causes that behind the 
word of connotative which hints attribute in the real world have 
something valuable. For instance, I take the words grin, beam, smile and 
smirk. These words can be defined as the types of smile, based on their 
conceptual senses that overlap, but it is different in associative meaning 
in which beam is a smile which connotes happiness, whereas smirk is a 
smile which connotes gloating of some kind. 
In addition, Lakof (2004: 51) said that „when a word acquires a bad 
connotation by association with something unpleasant or embarrassing, 
people may search for the substitution that does not have the 
uncomfortable effect‟. That means that the connotative could be positive 
and negative, which made an original neutral denotation or bad 
accordingly. 






When we make a communication to another one, the language that 
we use is related to the speaker‟s culture. This is happening because the 
dialects appear from variety background‟s life. The difference of style, 
choice, or tone of words will be influenced in their speaking. Thus, Based 
on Leech theory, this stylistic meaning or social meaning is piece of 
language conveys about the social circumstance of language use 
(1974:16). Example of stylistic meaning that we distinguish the use of 
word domicile, residence, abode, home. All of them are giving the 
difference association to their users (Chaer, 1994:294). There is much 
convenience of conceptual meaning, so that we may then contrast 
conceptual synonyms with respect to their varying stylistic overtones, 
such as poetic, general, slang, baby language, literary, biblical, very 
formal or official, etc. the style dimension of status is particularly 
important in distinguishing synonymous expression. 
Language use can be formal, neutral, and casual in style. The 
stylistic features of words, which make words appropriate for appropriate 
situations, constitute stylistic meanings of words. Crystal and Davy 
91974:16 in semantics book) state variety dimensions of stylistic in 
English language style as follows: 
(1) Relatively permanent features of style. They are: individuality (the 






geographical region or of a social class); time (the language of 19th 
century) 
(2) Stylistic which is related to discourse. They are: medium (speech, 
writing, etc); participation (monologue, dialogue, etc) 
(3) Relatively temporary features of style. They are: occupation area 
(language of law, science, advertising, etc); status (polite, colloquial, 
slang, etc); modality (language of memoranda, lectures, jokes, etc); 
singularity (the style of Dickens, Hemingway, etc) 
Further, Finch (2003: 149) argued that there is no real difference in 
conceptual sense between the terms used of stylistic variation. The levels 
of formality become the difference that has to do. As socially, it is 
necessary to choose our words effectively as we have the ability to 
switch it between the levels. The words example; steed, horse, nag, gee 
gee; the words have the same meaning as conceptually but, they belongs 
to the context. Steed is poetical word and it can be appropriate in literary 
work, like Knight of the round table; Nag is slang and is normally used 
only in colloquial English; gee-gee belongs to the nursery and is used 
with children. In other words, there terms generally knows as the word of 
horse which it can be used in any context. 
c. Affective Meaning 
 
When we use language to express our personal feeling or attitude to 






to Leech (1974:15), affective meaning is how language reflects the 
personal feeling of the speaker, including his attitude to the listener, or 
his attitude to something he/she is talking about. Therefore affective 
meaning relates to listener reaction or reader in sense dimension, so that 
affective meaning also connects to the style of language. In affective 
meaning, there is reaction which relates to listener feeling or reader after 
hearing or reading something. Such feeling or attitudes are usually 
negative or insincere in nature. They are normally expressed through 
such forms of language use as insults, flattery, hyperbole or sarcasm. 
Also, the feeling appears as the effect of where the situation happens. 
Mainly, it involves to conceptual, connotative, or stylistic content of the 
words used. Hence, it is trying to show the real meaning of the speaker 
indirectly. 
The main function of affective meaning is to express the emotion 
since it is relatively closer to emotive devices. As Ulmann asserted 
(2009:166) that there are three categories of emotive devices, namely, 
Phonetics, lexical and syntaxes devices. In other words, they are to 
express the personal feeling of the speaker or writer. The tone of voice is 
really important when we want to understand about the people anger, 
badness, sadness or happiness through the intonation of the speaker. 
Furthermore, Affective meaning is about the feeling of speaker 






(Chaer, 1994:294). You can feel the difference feeling of speaker in these 
two sentences below: 
(1) “Shut your mouth!” Her snaps at us. 
 
(2) “Please, be quiet for a moment!” she says to us 
 
In the first utterance, we might conclude that she is angry by how 
they describe her attitude to them, which by the second one, she can be 
calm down in asking them to do her order. Here, from the words, we 
know about the feeling of the speaker since it will be explained clearly. 
In addition, Affective meaning occasionally causes a sense of the 
listener or reader mind. Because it connects to a sense of value or 
emotion of language user, so there are a lot of words which is as 
conceptual means similar, but as emotionally, they have a different sense 
of value. Those words usually seem rough, hard, high, and friendly. 
d. Reflected Meaning 
 
Based on Leech theory (1974:16), reflected meaning is the meaning 
arises in cases of multiple conceptual meaning when one sense of a word 
forms part of our response to another sense. It explains that one sense of 
a word affects the usage and understanding of all the other sense of the 
word. This usually happens because we feel the familiarity with one 






Here is the example of reflected meaning: „Apple has already 
promoted its new style of product which it is accepted kindly by 
consumer‟. 
When hearing about the word apple, the thing comes to our mind 
that it is such a kind of fruit. Actually, it is different from this sentence, if 
we connect it to the context, the meaning can be fixed as another thing. 
The word apple is the meaning of „an enterprise‟, due to the sentence and 
its context. That is the example of reflected meaning since we have a 
sense that apple belongs to another sense. 
Then, the function of reflected meaning is to deliver the new sense of 
a word that relates to another phenomenon in the same expression. The 
new sense means that the new meaning comes to the expression of the 
same word. The new sense comes because removes another sense in the 
same expression. 
Leech (1974:16) also said that reflected meaning can be found so 
much in the poem because it describes the highest sense of language and 
it works in vague condition. For example, the line of this poem, 
Are limbs, so dear-achieved, are sides, 
Full-nerved-still warm-to hard to stir 
In these lines of a poem, it describe a dead soldier, Wilfred Owen. 
The poet uses the exaggerated word, dear, means „Expensive(ly), 






context of beloved. Thus, the reflected meaning comes with emotive 
power and gives the new meaning based on the context. 
e. Collocative Meaning 
 
Collocative meaning consists of the associations a word acquires on 
account of the meanings of words which tend to occur in its environment 
(Leech, 1974:17). It means that words associated to collocate or co-occur 
with certain words. The cause of it is not only by co-occurrence but also 
by conceptual and stylistic differences. For example the word „pretty‟ 
and „handsome‟. Both words share common ground in the meaning 
„good-looking‟, but may be distinguished by the nouns with which they 
co-occur or collocate. „Pretty‟ refers to collocate with girl, woman, 
garden, color, and village. The word „handsome‟ refers to collocate with 
boy, man, vessel, overcoat and airliner. The words can overlap as like 
handsome girl and pretty girl. Both are acceptable, but still have a 
different kind of attractiveness because of the collocative associations of 
the two adjectives. 
Next is tremble and quiver.” These words have the same meaning 
but different concept, tremble is when someone feels frightened and 
quiver when someone feels chilled. 
In other words, finch (2003:137) explained that collocate is a verb 
meaning „to go with‟, and one of the ways by which we know the 






(Crystal,1978:105). For example, the words heavy in heavy smoker, 
heavy news and heavy schedule; Heavy smoker means a person who 
smokes a lot, heavy news means a piece of sad news and heavy schedule 
means a very tight schedule. Thus, the collocation words meaning are 
different depending on the context where the word is used. 
Mwihaki (2004:135) also adds that collocative meaning is a term for 
the various instance of co-occurrence of meaning. It means to the 
meaning of sense that tends to co-occur in a similar environment and 
includes all the utterance which are encoded and decoded as unitary 
wholes of expressions. So, the meaning of a word will be different when 
it collocates with different words. 
Finally, the writer summarizes that based on Leech theory (1974), 
associative meaning divided into five types, and it can be illustrated on 
the table below: 
Associative Meaning 
Connotative meaning: what is communicated by virtue of what 
 
language refers to 
Stylistic meaning: what is communicated of the social circumstance of 
 
language use 
Affective meaning: what is communicated of the feelings and attitudes 
 






Reflected meaning: what is communicated through association with 
 
another sense of the same expression 
Collocative meaning: what is communicated through association with 
 
words which tend to occur in the environment of another word. 
Table 1 Summarizing the types of associative meaning 
 
 
5. Song‟s lyric 
 
The lyric song is an utterance or feeling based on experience, story or 
someone vision that poured to be an art. According to Abram (1989:108) that 
lyric is any fairly short poem, consisting of the utterance by a single user, or it 
can be in the group (band) who expresses a state of mind on a process of 
perception, thought, and feeling. Song lyric defines as people tools to deliver 
a message, aim, and meaning are being under the lyric. The Lyric song can be 
defined as connotative with deeper meaning interpretation to know the 
meaning of it. Then, it has a lot of appearances with an explicit or implicit  
meaning. The explicit meaning it does has, may be shown up by the imagery 
or parable word. 
Song lyric language is not much different from poetry language. This 
is appropriate to the definition of the song lyric, according to Semi 
(1988:106) which said that, “lyric is short poetry expresses emotion”. This 
matter is also supported by another definition in Kamus Besar Bahasa 






expression is formed in sound and word. Therefore, Song lyric language is 
concise and solid. It caused by the process of compaction of meaning and the 
quality of the selection of the diction from the poet. 
6. Glee TV series 
 
Glee is an American musical comedy-drama television series that 
aired on Fox channel in the United States of America. It has widespread fans 
all around the world which they called themselves Gleek. Following the story, 
this is about teenagers‟ lives in school where it is using a choir club named 
“New Direction”, placed at William McKinley High School in Ohio as the 
main story of this series. The joiners of the club are losers who join the club 
and try to achieve their dream. They are Rachel, Kurt, Artie, Tina, Mike, 
Mercedes, Puck, Queen and Finn, and Mr. William as the coach of this choir 
club. As the series added on, there are always new characters in this story. 
Glee is so simple and realistic story, where all the casts of „New 
direction‟ choir group are filled in by the students from a different class, 
basically, all teenagers migh differentiate their class in making friends and 
most of the people have ever felt being of each character in Glee. 
Each episode was filled with the song which supported the plot of the 
story. The cast could use the song they sang to share their dreams and it 
shows the feeling of characters. Every song reflects how characters follow 
their steps to grow up in high school and decided to choose their future. Also, 






The Song that shows the main point of the show is the cover song 
‘Don’t stop believing’. Song ‘don’t stop believing’, the cast always plays on 
this song in every season. For example, Rachel as the main character, sang 
this song as her test to enter the university in New York and also, as the last 
season, when all the cast have achieved their goals, they reunited in their high 
school to perform this song. Even when they are invited to the American Got 
Talent, this song came as the one song they performed. The original singer of 
this song is Journey, it was a classical song which was very first published in 
1981 and got all the attention that time, even when glee covered this song in 
2009 and on and on, the song become such a popular song. This song also 
brought many messages in it, as the author had told that they made this song 
due to their own experience. The words „Don‟t stop Believing‟, actually came 
from his father, who told him these words. So, to those viewers, especially 
the teenagers who watched the story might be motivated by the song and 
story. Lastly, that song would be analyzed by associative meaning with 
knowing the real meaning of associations among the words in the lyrics. 
The songs as follow: 
 
Don't Stop Believin' 
Just a small-town girl 
Livin' in a lonely world 
She took the midnight train goin' anywhere 
Just a city boy 
Born and raised in South Detroit 






A singer in a smoky room 
The smell of wine and cheap perfume 
For a smile they can share the night 
It goes on and on and on and on 
Strangers waiting 
Up and down the boulevard 
Their shadows searchin' in the night 
Streetlight, people 
Livin' just to find emotion 
Hidin' somewhere in the night 
Workin' hard to get my fill 
Everybody wants a thrill 
Payin' anythin' to roll the dice 
Just one more time 
Some will win, some will lose 
Some are born to sing the blues 
Oh the movie never ends 
It goes on and on and on and on 
Strangers waiting 
Up and down the boulevard 
Their shadows searchin' in the night 
Streetlight, people 
Livin' just to find emotion 
Hidin' somewhere in the night 
Don't stop believin' 
Hold on to that feelin' 
Streetlight, people, oh oh oh 
Don't stop believin' 
Hold on to that feelin' 








A. Method of Research 
 
In this research, the writer used a descriptive qualitative method. It aimed 
to give description of the types finds in the songs of Glee Cover selected song. 
B. Source of the Data 
 
The data of this study will be obtained from the song, the title of the song 
was ‘Don’t Stop Believing’ which was a popular song from a group band called 
Journey. The song had been covered by an American television series, Glee and 
being their main song among many songs they covered. The sample of this study 
was the associative meaning in the song. 
C. Instrument 
 
An instrument of research is a facility or equipment using by the 
researcher in collecting the data in purpose to make this research process is easy, 
systematic, and complete. The writer used note-taking as the instruments of this 
study which referred to the indicators of each type of associative meaning. Ray 
(2005:13) asserted that note-taking is a method in assembling data required by 
using note cards to write down the data easily, on the note cards are also 
completed by number and page where the data found. 
D. Procedure of collecting data 
 
To obtain the data, the writer applied at least three procedures, they were: 
 






2. The researcher selected the sentences, phrase, and words concerning 
Associative Meaning 
3. The researchers coded and underlined the selected words, phrase and 
sentences involved in the associative meaning (connotative, stylistic, 
affective, reflective and collocative meaning). 
4. The researchers classified the data based on each type of associative meaning 
and placed them into table. 
E. The technique of Data Analysis 
 
In analyzing the collected data, the writer identified the literal meaning of 
the word that correlated it with the context in the songs and story and finding out 
the real meaning of words, phrases, or sentences using Leech‟s theory on five 
types of associative meaning and the real meaning of each type was found by 






FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS 
In this chapter, the researcher divided into two sections, they are findings and 
discussions. The data would be determined by the associative meaning types in the 




This section explained the findings data which were analyzed. The data 
were obtained from the glee covered song. The data were analyzed based on the 
type of associative meaning, Geoffrey Leech had a theory of associative 
meaning which was known as leech theory (1976) and it had five types of 
meaning. The researcher analyzed a main song of glee TV series and found the 
data of the types of associative meanings that would be seen in the table below. 
1. The types of Associative Meaning that found in the selected song of Glee 
main song, based on the data analysis, the researcher found that the data of 
the types of associative meaning in the song contained only four types, they 
are connotative meaning (9 data); stylistic meaning (8 data); affective 
meaning (3 data); and the last, collocated meaning (2 data). Thus, the song 
used connotative meaning dominantly and the least was collocated meaning. 
The data would be seen in the table below and each type of associative 






meaning as SM, affective meaning as AM, reflected meaning as RM, and 
collocated meaning as CollM. 
No Data 
Types of associative meaning 
CM SM AM RM CollM 
1 Livin‟ in a lonely 
world 
(L2,D1;L2,D10) 
√ √    




 √    
a3 A singer in a 
smoky room 
(L7;D2) 
√     




    √ 
5 For a smile they 
can share the night 
(L9;D3) 
√     
6 Their shadows 
searchin‟ in the 
night 
(L13,D4;L13,D12) 
√ √    
7 Livin‟ just to find 
emotion (L15;D5) 
√     
8 Hidin‟ somewhere 
in the night 
(L16,D13) 
 √    
9 Workin‟ hard to 
get my fill 
(L17,D14;L17,D6) 
√ √    
10 Payin‟ anythin‟ 
to roll the dice 
(L19,D15;L19,D1 
6;L19,D7;L19,D8) 
√ √    
11 Some will win, 
some will  lose 
(L21;D18) 
  √   






 never ends 
(L23;D9) 
     
13 Don‟t stop 
believin‟ 
(L31;D19) 
  √   
14 Hold on   to   that 
feelin‟ (L32;D17) 
 √    
15 Don‟t stop! 
(L34;D20) 
  √   
Table 2 The Underlined Process 
The process of analyzing the data would be explained as follow: 
 
1. Connotative meaning 
 
Datum 1 is „Livin’ in a lonely world’, it included connotative meaning 
 
because the phrase a lonely word here is not the real meaning. Derived from 
the oxford dictionary, a lonely is a feeling of being unhappy because you 
have no friends or people to talk to. And the word world is the earth, with all 
countries, peoples and natural features. Therefore, the phrase a lonely world 
has a meaning that a world which people live unhappy in it, but over the 
lyric, the phrase has more than that meaning, it refers to an environment that 
is imagined or constructed by people, as the lyric in the first and third line, 
they showed how the character lives all alone as the people who come from 
small town, which is a rare area in Ohio of United State of America. 
To find the real meaning of the phrase a lonely world, and after 
identifying and analyzing the underlined phrase, the researcher looked at the 
whole lyrics and understood what the actual meaning, the phrase a lonely 







Datum 2 is „a singer in a smoky room‟, the underlined phrase was 
 
included the connotative meaning, derived from the oxford dictionary, the 
phrase „smoky room‟ means the room producing a lot of smoke or full of 
smoke. The meaning from the dictionary is the lexical meaning of a word, 
therefore the lyric has other meaning, connecting it to other lyrics‟ lines. 
Then, that is not the real meaning of the phrase. 
To find out the real meaning of the phrase smoky room, the researcher 
analyzed and connected it to the six previous lines, which are the storyline 
told about a girl and boy who came from small-town try to reach their dream 
in a big town and they have to adapt to the condition of the crowded (big 
city). Thus, the researcher concluded that the phrase „a singer in a smoky 
room‟ meant a crowded city. 
 
Datum 3 is ‘For a smile they can share the night’. The underlined word 
 
was included the connotative meaning, because It means that the smile here 
is not the real meaning and has another meaning. From the oxford dictionary, 
the smile means the expression of the face with the concern of the mouth 
turned up, showing amusement, happiness, etc. but, over the lyrics, it has 
another meaning and refers to other lyrics‟ lines, the word has other 
meaning. 
To find out the real meaning of the word „smile‟, the researcher looked 
and understood the whole lyric that the word „smile‟ here meant the desire, 






Datum 4 is „Their shadows searchin‟ in the night‟, it concluded 
 
connotative meaning, because the word searchin‟ here connoted to another 
meaning. Based on dictionary, searchin‟ is looking carefully for somebody 
or something. The meaning here is unstable and contain another meaning 
based on individual understanding of the word. 
To find out the true meaning of the word searchin’, and after analyzing 
what kind of the word refers to here, the researcher looked at the whole 
lyrics and understood what the actual meaning, then connected it to the two 
previous lyric, the word searchin’ in lyric „Their shadows searchin‟ in the 
night‟ means strangers. 
 
Datum 5 is ‘Livin’ just to find emotion’, it included connotative 
 
meaning, because the word emotion here is not the real meaning. Based on 
the dictionary, emotion is what people feel by their situation, but over this 
lyric, the word emotion connotes to other meanings, it refers to the feeling of 
being sad, happy, afraid, brave, etc. And as a human beings, these all normal 
for people to feel in their lives. 
To find the real meaning of emotion, the researcher looked at the whole 
song, and understood it, that the word emotion brings to the feeling of a 
human being for their happiness, sadness, joyfulness, fear, etc. The types of 
connotative meaning were also found in the next following. 
Datum 6 is „Workin‟ hard to get my fill‟, the word my fill was included 






Therefore, according to dictionary, the word my fill means a full supply; 
enough to satisfy want or desire. The meaning here is unstable and contain 
another meaning based on individual understanding of the word. 
To find out the true meaning of the word my fill, and after analyzing what 
kind of the word refers to here, the researcher looked at the whole lyrics and 
understood what the actual meaning, the word my fill in lyric „Workin‟ hard 
to get my fill‟ means my will. 
Datum 7 is „Payin‟ anythin‟ to roll the dice‟, the word roll was included 
 
connotative meaning because the word roll has another meaning, according 
to dictionary, roll as a verb, it means to cause to move along a surface by 
revolving or turning over and over, as a cask, a ball, or a hoop. Therefore, 
the meaning of roll here is not related to the text with the dice. It refers to 
another meaning based on individual understanding of the word. 
To find out the true meaning of the word roll. The researcher analyzing 
what kind of the word refered to and looked at the whole song, then 
understood it, that the word roll, means taking. 
Datum 8 is „Payin‟ anythin‟ to roll the dice‟ was included connotative 
 
meaning because it connoted to other meaning, based on dictionary, the dice 
is small cubes of plastic, ivory, bone, or wood, marked on each side with one 
to six spots, usually used in pairs in games of chance or in gambling. While 






confused meaning. Therefore, it concluded as connotative meaning because 
the meaning is unstable. 
To find out the true meaning of word dice, the researcher looked at the 
whole lyric and connected it to the previous word roll of the same lyric. She 
concluded that the true meaning of the word dice here was fate. 
Datum 9 is „Oh the movie never ends‟, the word movie was included 
connotative meaning because it connoted to other meaning, based on 
dictionary, the movie is a recorded sequence of images displayed on a screen 
that tells a story of roles lives which it does not the real meaning of the lyric. 
Over this lyric, the word Movie could be interpreted as „how people live to 
face their problems, and it is always ups and downs, such as what we see 
over the movie. 
To find out the real meaning of word Movie, the researcher looked at the 
previous line of the lyric, „some will win, some will lose‟ and „some are born 
to sing the blues‟, which brings the real meaning of the word, namely 
problem. 
2. Stylistics Meaning 
 
Datum 10, was „Livin‟ in a lonely world‟. The underlined word was 
 
included stylistic meaning because it showed that the form of word Livin’ 
conveyed the social circumstances of its use, which was included in some 
variety dimensions of stylistic, namely relatively permanent features of style 






formed of any word in English, the use of sign („) is a non-formal form of the 
word and it exchanged the use of word „g‟, As the full form of that word is 
living. 
To find out the real meaning of the word, the researcher analyzed and 
understood the context and meaning by each word and lyric using associative 
meaning, and summed up the true meaning is how people have a life in their 
own world without having any friends. 
Datum 11, was „She took the midnight train goin‟ anywhere.‟ The 
 
underlined word was included stylistic meaning because the form word of 
that word was categorized as stylistics meaning which was included in some 
variety dimensions of stylistic, namely relatively permanent features of style 
(status). The written of the goin’ word comes from abbreviation which is not 
formed of any word in English, the use of sign („) is a non-formal form of the 
word and it exchanged the use of word „g‟, As the full form of that word is 
going. 
To find out the true meaning of the word, the researcher analyzed and 
understood the context and meaning by each word and lyric using associative 
meaning, and summed up the true meaning is she took the midnight train to 
go anywhere she likes. 
Datum 12 is „Their shadows searchin‟ in the night‟, The underlined 
 
word was included stylistic meaning because it showed that the form of word 
 






some variety dimensions of stylistic, namely relatively permanent features of 
style (status). The written of the searchin’ word comes from abbreviation 
which is not formed of any word in English, the use of sign („) is a non- 
formal form of the word and it exchanged the use of word „g‟, As the full 
form of that word is searching. 
To find out the true meaning of the word, the researcher analyzed and 
understood the context and meaning by each word and lyric using associative 
meaning, and summed up the true meaning connected it to the previous lyric 
which is on the 11 and 12 line. The true meaning is how we see as a human 
being by looking at another who is searching for their necessities while their 
shadows just following them. 
Datum 13 is „Hidin‟ somewhere in the night‟, The underlined word was 
 
included stylistic meaning because it showed that the form of word Hidin’ 
conveyed the social circumstances of its use, which was included in some 
variety dimensions of stylistic, namely relatively permanent features of style 
(status). The written of the hidin’ word comes from abbreviation which is not 
formed of any word in English, the use of sign („) is a non-formal form of the 
word and it exchanged the use of word „g‟, As the full form of that word is 
hiding. 
To find out the true meaning of the word, the researcher analyzed and 
understood the context and meaning by each word and lyric using associative 






which is on the 13 and 14 line. The true meaning was people can always 
hide their feeling in order to achieve their dream. 
Datum 14 is „Workin‟ hard to get my fill‟. The underlined word was 
 
included stylistic meaning because it showed that the form of word Workin’ 
conveyed the social circumstances of its use, which was included in some 
variety dimensions of stylistic, namely relatively permanent features of style 
(status). The written of the workin’ word comes from abbreviation which is 
not formed of any word in English, the use of sign („) is a non-formal form 
of the word and it exchanged the use of word „g‟, As the full form of that 
word is working. 
To find out the true meaning of the word, the researcher analyzed and 
understood the context and meaning by each word and lyric using associative 
meaning, and summed up the true meaning connected it to the previous lyric 
which is on the 13 and 14 line. The true meaning was working very hard just 
to fulfill their needs. 
Datum 15 is „Payin‟ anythin‟ to roll the dice‟. The underlined word was 
 
included stylistic meaning because it showed that the form of word Payin’ 
conveyed the social circumstances of its use, which was included in some 
variety dimensions of stylistic, namely relatively permanent features of style 
(status). The written of the payin’ word comes from abbreviation which is 






of the word and it exchanged the use of word „g‟, As the full form of that 
word is paying. 
To find out the true meaning of the word, the researcher analyzed and 
understood the context and meaning by each word and lyric using associative 
meaning, and summed up the true meaning. The true meaning was willingly 
paying anything to take any risk in whatever you want to achieve. 
Datum 16 is „Payin‟ anythin‟ to roll the dice‟. The underlined word was 
 
included stylistic meaning because it showed that the form of word Anythin’ 
conveyed the social circumstances of its use, which was included in some 
variety dimensions of stylistic, namely relatively permanent features of style 
(status). The written of the anythin’ word comes from abbreviation which is 
not formed of any word in English, the use of sign („) is a non-formal form 
of the word and it exchanged the use of word „g‟, As the full form of that 
word is anything. 
To find out the true meaning of the word, the researcher analyzed and 
understood the context and meaning by each word and lyric using associative 
meaning, and summed up the true meaning. The true meaning was giving 
everything it takes to achieve their dreams. 
Datum 17 is „Hold on to that feelin‟. The underlined word was included 
 
stylistic meaning because it showed that the form of word feelin’ conveyed 
the social circumstances of its use, which was included in some variety 






(status). The written of the feelin’ word comes from abbreviation which is 
not formed of any word in English, the use of sign („) is a non-formal form 
of the word and it exchanged the use of word „g‟, As the full form of that 
word is feeling. 
To find out the true meaning of the word, the researcher analyzed and 
understood the context and meaning by each word and lyric using associative 
meaning, and summed up the true meaning connected to the previous lyric 
which is on line 16. The true meaning was keeping that feeling of never give 
up on what you try to achieve. 
3. Affective Meaning 
 
Datum 18, was „Some will win, some will lose. The underlined sentence 
 
was including affective meaning because the sentence showed the feeling of 
willingness to the people. It can be identified by the using of the word will 
which show the thing that is possible happen in the future. People might win 
and lose even though they learn and try hard. Sometimes, it depends on what 
people call fortune, which is luck and good luck. Thus, the reader receives 
the feeling of the writer called affective meaning. 
To find out the real meaning of the sentences, the researcher identifying 
and analyzing the sentence, therefore understand the actual meaning of the 
lyric. As conclusion, the sentence means that the writer expressed the feeling 






Datum 19 is „Don‟t stop believin‟, the underlined phrase was included 
 
the affective meaning, because The phrase showed what the writer feels 
through the lyrics. It can be identified by the word after „stop‟, if it comes to 
the gerund and not the infinitive, such as „to believin‟, it has another 
meaning, which the gerund means that we never stop doing something, we 
have to do it on and on, while the infinitive, it means the action is the 
temporary pause. The writer tried to make sure that they have to keep doing 
and believing what they want to reach. 
To find out the real meaning of the phrase or lyric, the researcher 
identified and analyzing the lyric, and concluded that the actual meaning of 
the phrase can be seen from the next lyric, that is hold on to that feeling. 
After connecting the lyric „don‟t stop believing‟ and „hold on to that feeling, 
it concluded that „don‟t stop believing‟ means to expressing the feeling of 
accepting the fate of being a winner or a loser. 
Datum 20 is „Don‟t stop!‟, the underlined phrase was included the 
 
affective meaning, The phrase showed the writer‟s feelings through the 
lyrics. The feeling can be seen from the use of exclamation at the end of the 
phrase. It indicates that the phrase tried to convince reader that the meaning 
of the phrase is something we have to fight for. 
To find out the real meaning of the phrase „don‟t stop!‟ the researcher 
identified and analyzing the actual meaning of the phrase. Then, she 






Thus, the researcher concluded that the true meaning of the phrase was to 
expressing the feeling of keeping trying. 
4. Collocated Meaning 
 
Datum 21 is „The smell of wine‟. The phrase was included collocated 
 
meaning because the word smell here has the same meaning as scent, 
essence, and fragrance, but the word that collocated with the word wine, goes 
to the word smell, because when it comes to another collocated word, the 
meaning of the phrase will be different. It can be concluded by the context 
where the word used. 
To find out the real meaning of the phrase „the smell of wine‟, the 
researcher identified and analyzed the actual meaning of the phrase. Then, 
she understood the meaning correlated it to the context of the lyric and 
concluded that the real meaning of the phrase was collocated with an odor of 
something. 
Datum 22 was „cheap perfume‟. The underlined phrase was included 
 
collocated meaning because the word cheap has the same meaning as, 
inexpensive, low, and affordable. But, based on the lyric here, the word noun 
perfume collocated with the word cheap, because it always goes with that 
word. It kind of weird if the word goes with another word and indeed, makes 
different meanings through different contexts. 
To find out the real meaning of the phrase „cheap perfume‟ in the 






lexical meaning of the phrase, each of the words. Thus, she concluded that 
the real meaning of the cheap perfume, was collocated with an expensive 
thing. 
7. Meaning of each types of associative meaning found in the selected song of 
glee main song. 
a. Connotative meaning 
 
o (L2,D1) a lonely world : Being Alone 
 
o (L7,D2) a smoky room : a crowded city 
 
o (L9,D3) a smile : Desire 
 
o (L13,D4) searchin‟ : strangers 
 
o (L15,D5) emotion : feeling being happy, sad, etc 
 
o (L17,D6) my fill : my will 
 
o (L19,D7) roll : taking 
 
o (L19,D8) the dice : fate 
 
o (L23,D9) the movie : problem 
 
b. Stylistic meaning 
 
o (L2,D10) Livin‟ : living, being all alone 
 
o (L6,D11) goin‟ : going, going anywhere she likes 
 
o (L13,D12) searchin‟ : searching, humans‟ shadows just following 
their selves in the dark (night) 
o (L16,D13) hidin‟ : hiding, people hiding their feeling in order to 






o (L17,D14) workin‟ : working, working hard just to fulfill their needs. 
 
o (L19,D15) payin‟ : paying, willing to do whatever it takes to bear a 
lot of risks in terms of achieving desires 
o (L19,D16) anythin‟ : anything, giving everything it takes to achieve 
their dreams. 
o (L13,D17) feelin‟ : feeling, keeping that feeling of never give up on 
what you try to reach. 
c. Affective meaning 
 
o (L21,D18) Some will win, some will lose : expressing the feeling of 
accepting the fate of being a winner or a loser 
o (L31,D19) don‟t stop believing : expressing the feeling of never 
giving up 
o (L34,D20) don‟t stop!. : expressing the feeling of keeping trying. 
 
d. Collocative meaning 
 
o (L8,D22) The smell of wine : collocated with an odor of something 
 




1. Types of Associative Meaning 
 
The discussion of the findings presented in the previous chapter. The 
point of discussion from the first research question related to the words and 






series called Glee. To answer the research question, the researcher used the 
theory of associative meaning based on Geoffrey Leech (1974). 
Then, on this study, analyzing the associative meaning in the song 
Don’t Stop Believing, Glee's cover as the main song, the researcher only 
found four types of associative meanings in the song. The types are 
connotative meaning, stylistic meaning, affective meaning, collocation 
meaning, and no reflective meaning. The total of each type is nine 
connotative meaning data, eight stylistic meaning data, three affective 
meaning data, and finally two collocative meaning data. The types of 
connotative meaning are mostly used in the song. 
In addition, this study has different results from previous study, the 
researcher Ahmad Najib Mutawally (2016), whose study used the same 
object, namely, song. In his study, he found nine data on affective meaning 
which maked that type the dominating type in the song he analyzed. These 
results are different from the results of this study which chose the same 
object. The researchers found connotative meaning as the type that 
dominates in songs. This means that the song uses lot of implied words that 
make the reader think of deeper meanings or enter the real world using 
words and phrases. This is in keeping with Geoffrey leech's theory (1974) 
that by talking about connotations I am talking about experiences in the 'real 






instance, in the first datum, „living in a lonely world’. The bold phrase 
including connotative meaning because it has other meanings, according to 
the leech theory, the connotative meaning is the meaning of what is 
communicated by people based on what is meant by language and is 
considered based on individuals, experiences, society, era to era, etc. So, 
what is meant here is not the actual meaning, which connotes another 
meaning, depending on what the reader gets. 
Moreover, the researchers found that the songwriters were more likely 
to provide connotative meaning in the song, because their work would 
entertain readers or listeners by attracting the listeners‟ emotions. This is in 
line with what Finch (1998: 142) said, connotative meaning is consistently 
exploited by writers who wish to engage our emotions, stimulate our 
imagination or enlist our prejudice. Furthermore, the use of associative 
meanings for literary works, such as songs, is also very helpful for students. 
For example, connotative meaning (Leech: 1967) provides the true meaning 
of words, phrases and sentences; stylistic meaning (Leech: 1967) using 
various words that appear in the language; affective meaning (Leech: 1967) 
in which the writer can pour what they feel into their work, and collocation 
meaning (Leech: 1967), where the reader will find the word appears together 
with certain words. Thus, the true intention of the writer can be definitely 






Finally, the researcher concluded the importance of using associative 
meanings in analyzing written or oral works, because of the way readers 
obtain these works. The types of theories that people use the most in literary 
works, especially songs, are connotative meanings, because what comes to 
people's minds when they hear connotative meanings, certainly, these works 
will be difficult to understand, that's what literary writers tend to do in 
delivering their works. In this study, the song Don’t Stop Believing that 
which was covered by Glee as the main song, mostly using connotative 
meanings, because the purpose of the song was to use this type to entertain 
and beautify their literary works. 
2. Meaning of Each Types of Associative Meanings. 
 
Based on data analysis, the meaning of each data comes from a literal 
translation of the meaning and then looks at the whole word, phrase or song 
lyrics. Connect them to each other until researchers find the true meaning of 
the word through the context. As the theory of Blanke (1973:104), the 
understanding of the meaning of a word must be seen from its use, which 
means contextually. Leech (1974) also states that associative meaning is a 
way to find the true meaning of the literary work, the meaning will be 
analyzed by looking at the context of the related word. For example in this 
study, the real meaning of the second datum is in the seventh line of the song, 
the singer in the smoky room, the phrase is analyzed as a connotative 






researcher analyzed it by connecting the word in the sixth line. Then, the true 
meaning delivered. 
Furthermore, the researcher also found other types of meaning such as 
affective meaning by relating it to the writer's feelings, for us as readers it is 
difficult to convey the true feelings of the author towards us, the reader, but 
in this case the affective meaning can be found based on the author's way of 
conveying his work, especially songs that be the object. As said by Leech 
(1967), affective meaning is how language reflects the speaker's personal 
feelings, including his attitude towards the listener or his attitude towards 
something he is talking about. Here the meaning, the real meaning can be 
interpreted through attitudes such as the use of intonation, the way the word 
conveyed, the use of exclamations and others. 
Thus, the researcher concludes that the true meaning of the song lyrics 
Don’t Stop Believing, mostly indicated by the use of connotative meanings 
and connecting the lyrics with previous song lines, because the lyrics are 
definitely related to one another. The actual meaning is obtained by using 
associative meaning, as the focus of the theory is on literary works, which are 
presented implicitly or imagery. As a result of the overall analysis of the song 
don't stop believing, it can be concluded that the meaning of the song is never 
to give up on the dream, even if you have to be in a new environment like 
someone who has to go outside of his neighborhood and have to adapt to it. 





CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
Based on explanation above, the researcher can provide some point of 
conclusion about this research. She also considered some point of suggestions for 
helping the next researcher to re-research the same topic. The writer provided some 
conclusions and suggestions to the readers. 
A. Conclusion 
 
Based on findings and discussions above the researcher can conclude as follows: 
 
1. The researcher found four types of associative meaning based on Geoffrey 
leech‟s theory. Those are, a) connotative meaning including, a lonely world, a 
smoky room, a smile, searchin’, emotion, my fill, roll, the dice, and the movie; 
b) Stylistic meaning including livin’, goin’, searchin’, hidin’, workin’, payin’, 
anythin’ and feelin’; c) Affective meaning including Some will win, some will 
lose; don’t stop believing and don’t stop!; And d) Collocated meaning 
including the smell of wine and cheap perfume. Thus, the song mostly used 
the connotative meaning, which showed that they tried to give implicit 
meaning and made the reader or hearer think deeper the meaning of the song. 
Furthermore, the purpose of use that type was for entertaining and 
beautifying their literary work. 
2. Then, the research found the true meaning of glee covered song of Don’t Stop 






from a rare area and have to contend with the pressures of the city, it is a 
feeling that people always face having to adapt to new things found in general 
in big cities. 
B. Suggestion 
 
The researcher provided some suggestions as follow: 
 
1. The researcher expected that people giving more attention to the study of 
meaning, especially associative meaning because it is not easy to understand 
the content of what we read or hear if the meaning wrongly received. 
2. In linguistics, there are other linguistic knowledge which related to this study, 
such as discourse or sociolinguistic. The meaning can be easily explored in 
that knowledge, specifically the associative meaning we found in written or 
spoken language. Then, the associative meaning can be analyzed by using 
different theories, namely, Palmer and Lyons‟ approach. Future researchers 
can use other objects related to written and spoken language either formal or 
informal language. 
3. The researcher expected that this research can give inspiration and guidance 
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